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doubt, a survival of the days when they were Hindus
and the family priest attended as a matter of course. In
some villages the Hindus return the compliment and
invite the mullah and offer a rupee to the mosque. In
Rohtak, says a member of my staff who belongs to that
district, there are many villages where a piece of land
was given by Muhammadan villagers to their family
priest long ago before they became Muhammadan, and
where his descendant still goes once a year to obtain the
customary offering of a rupee or two, though he no
longer lives there and his family has long since given
up the plot of land. Here, too, there are instances of
this. Unfortunately, these old courtesies between the
two great communities are being undermined by the
communalistic tendencies of the time. Last June, in a
village three miles from Rupar, there was a bad riot
resulting in the loss of ten lives, but it was mainly due
to the instigation of townsfolk, and the communalism
that engendered it has happily not spread to the villages
round. A recent district board election also aroused a
certain amount of party feeling, in one tahsil dividing
Hindu and Muhammadan, and in another Rajput and
Jat, In this case Hindu and Muhammadan Rajputs
combined. The election has not, however, left any
lasting bitterness, and it is generally said that so far
communalism has made little headway in the village.

As we approached Manauli the people who met us
all began to complain of the depredations of the game
which strayed on to their fields from the territory of a
neighbouring State, where they are presumably pre-
served. Like the peasants of pre-Revolution France,
they entreated protection.1 A man had spent Rs.3OO
on a wire fence to guard a new fruit and vegetable
garden, and even this did not always keep them out.
The approaches to Manauli, a village of about 2,000

1 Cf. *Nous demandons a grands cris la destruction . . . de toute sorte de
gibier* (CaMer de Mantes et Meulan^ quoted by Arthur Young, op. cit.,
P- 330)-